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This led some hopeful pundits to propose that it might even be the beginnings of
a Japanese version of the "Arab Spring," in which large protests and active civil
society movements could bring about a major political opening. Half a year later
such suggestions now seem excessively optimistic. A notable feature of the
Dec. 16 Lower House election results is that the strong anti-nuclear sentiment
present in Japanese civil society did not translate into influence at the polls.

Indeed, quite the opposite occurred: The Liberal Democratic Party, the party
most closely aligned with the "nuclear village," was returned to power with a
considerable majority. Moreover, it is not a "different" LDP, but essentially the
same cast of characters, with a set of ideas similar to the ones dispensed only
three years ago.
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